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THE PLANNING BOARD 
TOWN OF FRANCESTOWN, NEW HAMPSHIRE 

 
 

January 18, 2016 
 

MINUTES 
 
 
Planning Board Members Present: L. Ames, L. Kunhardt, L. Bourbeau, A. Arnold, P. Tolman 
Alternates Present: B. Hardwick (sits as member re: absence of Pyle, Lindgren) 
Others Present: P. Freese, S. Jonas, L. Stewart, B. Carbee, M. Tartalis, J. Gann,  and a 
reporter. 
L. Kunhardt is taking the minutes. 
 
The meeting was brought to order at 6:37 pm. 
 
Announcements and Communications:  PBoard chair received response from S. Heath re: 
waste disposal solutions request. Chair to forward e-communication to members. 
 
Review of Minutes:  1/5/2016 minutes approved as presented without objection. 
 
Unfinished Business:  
1) Review discrepancy between language approved for Public Hearing of proposed changes 
to ZO sections 4.6(a) relative to cumulative total square footage for signs and 7.10.2 relative 
to septic systems from actual language posted. Discussion ensues. Correct language will be 
clarified in Public Hearing. Without objection board agrees to propose three separate warrant 
articles: 1) signs, 2) parking changes, 3) chairs in convenience stores. Space reserved 
1/21/2016 for proper newspaper posting of second ZO Public Hearing, which must be held 
February 1st. 
 
6:52 pm R. Lindgren joins board. 
 
2) Master Plan update status. Discussion ensues. (S. Pyle action item 12/15).S. Pyle provides 
Chair with update status. To be agenda item next meeting following ZO proposals.  
 
3) Intra-board communications. Discussion ensues re: e-communication appropriate or not 
when all members are not cc’ed particular communications outside public meetings. 
 
 
Public Hearing: Proposed ZO changes to Article IV Signs and portions of Article VII Special 
Exceptions. Brought to order at 7:02 pm. Properly posted in Monadnock Ledger Thursday, 
1/7/2016 and Town offices, and Francestown Post Office same date also at later date in 
Francestown Library.  
1) Proposal to amend Article IV Signs ordinance due to 2015 US Supreme Court decision 
Reed vs Town of Gilbert, AZ concerning sign content. Sign regulations must now be content 
neutral. Council for Francestown advises changes be made. Proposal attempts to retain or 
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revise existing language unless existing language is contrary to content neutrality.  Motion: A. 
Arnold moves to amend proposed language to read: 4.6(a) Except as noted in 4.6(e) no more 
than three on premise signs may be displayed advertising the business of the owner or 
operator upon the premises wherein the business is operated. No sign shall exceed 12 
square feet in area. If more than one sign is attached to a single sign post, the cumulative 
total of those signs shall not exceed twelve square feet in area. Off premise advertising is not 
permitted.  Second: R. Lindgren   Vote:  (favor) A. Arnold, L. Ames, L. Kunhardt, L. Bourbeau, 
P. Tolman, B. Hardwick, R. Lindgren. Motion carries. Open to public discussion. Request for 
visual representation of 12 square feet – accomplished on chalk board. Request for 
clarification of how existing signs on Crotched MT. and/or new business signs would fit with 
proposed language – accomplished by answering that governmental signs are exempt and 
existing signs are grandfathered.  Request for explanation of difference between commercial 
and non-commercial signs. Accomplished by readings of definitions from ZO and further 
discussion. Discussion of yard signs. Discussion that sign issues are in flux with possible 
future revisions needed. No action. 
 
2) Proposal to amend 7.10.2 Restaurants and 7.12 Retail Stores, Offices and Businesses by 
amended language relative to parking. Motion:  A. Arnold moves to delete proposed last 
sentence in second paragraph of 7.10.2.   Second: R. Lindgren   Vote:  (favor) A. Arnold, L. 
Ames, L. Kunhardt, L. Bourbeau, P. Tolman, B. Hardwick. Motion carries.Open public 
discussion. Is inclusion of state septic permitting redundant. No action. What is parking 
“outside of travelways” – explained that it is parking on side of road. Discussion that relaxing 
the parking requirements from current ZO may adversely impact current lack of parking issue. 
Removing existing requirement that businesses be responsible for their parking predisposes 
probable future problems. Discussion of parking in Concord. No action. 
 
3) Proposal to amend 7.10.3 Convenience Stores by adding language to allow up to five 
chairs and a table but not to allow service. Open to public discussion. No discussion. 
Motion: A. Arnold moves to place the proposed changes to 7.10.3 and 7.12 on the warrant as 
two separate items and further to take proposed changes for 7.10.2 and Art. IV to a second 
public hearing due to state requirement that any substantial changes must go to second 
hearing  Second: R. Lindgren  Vote: (favor) R. Lindgren, L. Bourbeau, P. Tolman, A. Arnold, 
L. Ames, B. Hardwick   (opposed) L. Kunhardt. Motion carries. Discussion of temporary signs 
and what becomes of them. Discussion of contractor notification to change in ordinance. 
Public Hearing closes at 7:48 pm. 
 
Public meeting resumes. 
 
Next meeting: February 1, 2016  at 7:00 pm for second Public Hearing. 
 
Meeting adjourned at 7:53 pm. 


